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APPLICATION FOR SEED FUNDING

The Seed Fund is administered by the Technology Transfer and Innovations Department, Durban University of Technology.  Finalised and completed application forms should be submitted electronically to:
Professor G J Prinsloo, Director (Technology Transfer and Innovation, TTI), DUT.

For queries, email:  Prinsloo@dut.ac.za.  
Telephone:  031 373 2092/2776
NB:  TIA will not respond to queries in respect to these applications.

	Short Project Title:


	

	Name of Applicant:
	

	Title (Prof, Dr, etc.):
	

	Department:
	

	Research Group:
	

	Telephone Number (land line):
	

	Alternate Telephone Number (cell phone):
	

	Email Address:
	

	Principal Investigator (if different from applicant):
	

	List other Project Partners if part of a Consortium
	

	University’s project reference number or code

[To be supplied by TTI]
	

	Total Funds Requested 
	


	Identify the sector into which the project falls: Mark with an X



	Agriculture
	
	
	Advanced Manufacturing 
	

	Health
	
	
	Energy
	

	Industrial Biotechnology
	
	
	ICT
	

	Mining
	
	
	Other (specify):


	Identify the activity(ies) for which funding is sought : Mark with an X (as many as applicable)



	Initial proof of concept
	
	
	Prototype development/improvement
	

	Sourcing of IP opinions
	
	
	Production of market samples
	

	Refining and implementing designs
	
	
	Conducting field studies
	

	Support of certification activities
	
	
	Piloting and/or scale-up 
	

	Detailed primary market research
	
	
	Techno-economic evaluation
	

	
	
	
	Business plan development
	


	SECTION 1: PROJECT DESCRIPTION & PURPOSE


1.1 Concise description of the project:

a. Briefly describe the project (5-10 sentences). Specifically mention the technology (product/process/ service) that either has been or is planned to be developed.

1.2 Overall project purpose:

a. What is the overall/core purpose of the project? What do you hope to achieve?

b. What identified problem/need are you addressing? How significant is the need/ problem? 

c. List the groups of people who have this problem/need, and who is likely to pay to have it solved?

d. Provide a list of anyone you know with the same or similar offering to yours.

e. How is your solution better than similar or alternative offerings?

SECTION 2: INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
2.1   IP Position:

a. Do you have patents or other IP protection in place that pertains to the project? If so, who owns the IP?  If third-party IP is involved, do you have rights to exploit that IP commercially?

b. Is there a strong probability that you will develop new IP that is protectable? 
If so, briefly describe potential IP

c. What do you regard as the most difficult aspects for competitors to copy in your offering? 

d. Has a prior art search been completed?  If so, briefly summarise the outcomes.

e. Has a Freedom to Operate search been completed?  Do you know of any third party IP that one would need a license to in order to sell the final product or service envisaged? 

SECTION 3: PROJECT PLAN & BUDGET
3.1 Project plan and associated budget:

a. Complete the table below: 

	Activities
	Timeline
	Deliverables
	Person/Team Responsible
	Budget

	e.g. Development of business plan
	3 months
	Fundable business plan
	Consultant
	R

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	


b. Kindly attach a summary of results on work already conducted on this project.

c. What further activities (beyond the above) would be required before you can sell your offering?  If additional development/innovation funding will be required once this Seed Project has been completed, briefly describe what activities would be included in the scope of that next phase. 

d. Provide information on prior funding received for this project 
(funder’s name and amount received)

e. Have you recently approached other potential business partners/funders for financial support? If so, what is the status of your application?

SECTION 4:  PROJECT RISKS
4.1 Risk mitigation plan

a. List any technical and/or commercial risks pertaining to the project and state how these risks will be mitigated.

SECTION 5: NATIONAL BENEFITS
5.1 Describe potential national benefit:

How will your offering benefit South Africa and/or South Africans? Please consider the following, as appropriate to the proposed project:

Level and potential intensity of: 

· economic impact e.g. contribution to GDP growth, increased taxation revenue, meaningful job creation, increased and value added exports, increased competitiveness of industrial sectors and lowered net intellectual property cost, 

· increased highly skilled capacity and knowledge base and increased capabilities for technology innovation, 

· social impact including improvement in quality of life, and poverty alleviation and the potential impact in lowering barriers to entry for other South African technology innovations.

(2014/RRH)

